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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PAN AM SEEKS OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT SELF EXPLANATORY LETTER SENT BY 
PAN AMERICAN PRESIDENT WILLIAM SEAWELL TO SHEN DIEN CHI, 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF COMMANDING DEPARTMENT, CIVIL 
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION OF CHINA. PEKING. 

DEAR MR. SHEN: 

WE RECENTLY HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF DEMONSTRATING TO CAAC OUR 
CAPABILITIES IN HANDLING THEIR SPECIAL FLIGHT AT 
LOS ANGELES DURING ITS STOPOVER ENROUTE FROM CANADA TO 
MEXICO. I HOPE IT IS ONLY THE BEGINNING OF THE LONG 
AWAITED EXCHANGE OF SERVICES BY OUR TWO AIRLINES. YOU MAY 
BE ASSURED THAT PAN AM WILL DO ALL IN ITS POWER TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PROMOTE THIS EFFORT. 

AS A STEP IN THIS DIRECTION, WE HAVE A REQUEST TO MAKE OF 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 
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IN OUR PLANNING, WE ARE LOOKING TOWARD SHORTENING OUR ROUTE 
AND FLYING TIME BETWEEN INDIA AND HONG KONG. WE HAVE NOTED 

THAT IN YOUR AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION PUBLICATION, YOU 
SHOW A ROUTE OVER THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA FROM 
LASHIO VIA LINGTSANG, KUNMING. POSEH, KAOYAO. FUSHAN, 

PAIYUN, SHIHLUNG TO A POINT LATITUDE 22 

PLEASE ACCEPT THIS LETTER AS OUR FORMAL REQUEST TO OVERFLY 
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON THIS ROUTE. IF THIS 
REQUEST CAN BE GRANTED. WE WILL BE PLEASED TO FURNISH YOU 
WITH ADDITIONAL DETAILS REGARDING FREQUENCIES, TIMES OF 
OPERATION AND WHATEVER OTHER DETAILS YOU MAY REQUIRE. 

I BELIEVE IT IS CLEAR IN VIEW OF THE SAVING OF TIME AND 
FUEL THAT YOUR APPROVAL OF OUR REQUEST WILL HAVE VERY 
SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE AND WOULD FURTHER ENHANCE THE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

WE WILL LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR EARLY REPLY AND YOUR SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION OF OUR REQUEST. 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

WILLIAM T. SEAWELL 

2. DEPT DOES NOT BELIEVE CAAC IS LIKELY TO RESPOND 
FAVORABLY. NO ACTION BY USLO REQUESTED AT THIS TIME. 

KISSINGER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 26 AUG 1999 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CIVIL AVIATION, FLIGHT CLEARANCES, POLICIES, PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE1 02443 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EB/AN:WBCOBB:TP 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D7501 54-0247 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975051 00/baaaainp.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 JUL 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <14 NOV 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 971007 

Subject: n/a 

TAGS: EAIR, CH, PANAM, (SEAWELL, WILLIAM), (SHEN DIEN CHI) 

To: PEKING INFO HONG KONG 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



